
September 2020 Thunder events 

 

Overview 

For many areas of the UK, the month was dry and sunny overall, with some very warm days 

mid month but also several notably chilly nights, especially in the last week. Exceptions to 

the dry pattern were in southwest Scotland, where some heavy rain occurred during the first 

two weeks, and Norfolk, where a very prolonged rainfall event deposited over 100mm locally 

on the 25
th

-26
th

. Thunder was a rare ‘visitor’ with the 24
th

 being the only day with a 

significant outbreak. Thunder was heard on two days, very locally, near the Yorkshire coast, 

but there were substantial areas where no thunder was heard in the month. 

 

2
nd

: 

A cluster of sferics indicated some thunder off the Mull of Galloway during the afternoon; 

some heavy bursts of rain were occurring, associated with a trough evident ahead of a cold 

front. 

 

5
th

: A showery westerly airstream affected northern Britain and isolated thunder occurred, 

downwind, close to the Yorkshire coast. 

 

23
rd

: 

A wave depression formed on a cold front crossing England, slowing its progress; during the 

late afternoon, thunder accompanied the rain area in west Norfolk and some other places 

around The Wash, also close to the North Sea coast of Suffolk .  During the evening a few 

thundery showers also developed over the Irish Sea in the post frontal air mass, with some 

impressive lightning observed near the east coast of the Isle of Man. 

 

24
th

: 

The axis of a very deep long wave upper trough now lay across these islands, with the centre 

of a depression near southeast Ireland feeding very unstable returning maritime polar air 

northeast and northwards in its circulation .There was thunder around western English 

Channel coasts during the dawn period, and developing clusters of heavy showers and 

thunderstorms moved north-eastwards across areas of Ireland (chiefly the west), Wales and 

England from mid-morning onwards; there was also isolated thunder over central Scotland. 

Especially potent episodes occurred over the west Midlands early in the afternoon and in 

Yorkshire during the late afternoon and evening.  

 

A lively thunderstorm affected Worcestershire, with hail 10 to 15mm diameter covering the 

ground in both Worcester and Droitwich. Later, a supercell-type thunderstorm deposited a 

thick blanket of hailstones across the Leeds/Bradford area of West Yorkshire towards 

evening. Hail was around 10mm in diameter and accumulated to a ‘level’ depth of 5 cm  in 

places such as East Ardsley, Baildon, Guiseley, Menston, Otley and Harewood. Following 

the hailstorm, a funnel cloud, viewed to the south of Harden Moor, appeared to touch down 

as a small tornado in the Denholme area. Elsewhere, hailstones up to about 23mm diameter 

were photographed at Fimber, during a thunderstorm over the Yorkshire Wolds northwest of  

Driffield. In Tattenhall, Cheshire, lightning stuck and fired a telegraph pole. 

 

25
th

: 

As a new depression centre deepened over the North Sea (associated with the especially 

inclement weather over East Anglia), the strengthening north to northwesterly airstream 

down the Irish Sea also brought pulses of showers across western areas with local thunder in 



southwest Wales during the morning and around Merseyside in the evening (as the wind 

backed a little). 

 
These reports are based on observations and sferics with 
supportive evidence from  radar. Sincere thanks are due to members of COL and TORRO for observations, and 
to the Met Office/Net Weather for radar and sferics data. 
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